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Chair in Genitourinary Medicine

A Chair in Genitourinary Medicine has been created
at the Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London.
An advertisement concerning this Chair appears
on page VI.

The Academic Department of Genitourinary
Medicine will have an establishment for a senior
lecturer, lecturer, technician, and a secretary.

Funds to finance the Chair have been raised
largely by voluntary contributions.

The full title of the Chair will be ‘The Duncan

Editorial

Guthrie Chair of Genitourinary Medicine at the
Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London
University’. It is named after Duncan Guthrie who,
as Director of the National Fund for Research into
Crippling Diseases, was instrumental in raising the
necessary finance.

It is hoped that the first Professor will take up his
post on 1 October 1978, the beginning of the
academic year.

Cultivation of Treponema pallidum

Most students of syphilis would give first priority, in
a long list of research needs, to the cultivation of
pathogenic Treponema pallidum. At the same time,
hope of successful cultivation on artificial media has
been accompanied by liberal dashes of caution in
accepting rumours and even reports of success. The
paper by Jones et al. (1976) despite its optimistic
title, was greeted with muted cheers, for many
questions remained unanswered. In this issue
(pages 338-339), comes the dismaying report by
Foster et al. (1977) of the Center for Disease
Control, Atlanta, USA, who have been unable to
repeat the results of Jones and his colleagues.
Failure to confirm previous reports is not in itself
cause for undue pessimism, but when linked with
many other unsuccessful attempts the burden of
proof shifts back to the original proponents of the
method. The principal question it seems is multi-
plication versus survival during the 10-day period of
observation. It was shown by Nelson and Steinman

(1948) 30 years ago that pathogenic T. pallidum

would remain viable for two to three weeks. It was
subsequently shown by Weber (1960) that survival
was temperature dependent to a degree.

It is in the nature of scientists that they maintain
a quiet optimism and restrained expectation con-
cerning important but difficult unanswered biological
questions. Modern technology is ever more in-

genious, ready to serve flashes of insight of the
individual human mind. However in the beguiling
phrase of lottery promoters ‘You have to play to
win’, there are ever fewer recruits who choose to
match their wits against the treponeme.

It would be useful for future workers in this field
to have a full-scale review of the long list of efforts
that have failed. Much of the work remains un-
reported, and it would be the task of a reviewer to
add to published material the probings of workers
of the past half-century before they are lost in the
haze of time. Indeed from such efforts have come
contributions which, while short of the original
goal, have sparked significant advances in the
treponemal field.

THOMAS B. TURNER
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Notices

International Union Against the Venereal
Diseases and the Treponematoses

29th General Assembly, Leeds 21 to 25
May 1978

(Immediately after the MSSVD Spring
Meeting at Leeds).

Conference Secretary: Dr M. A. Waugh,
General Infirmary at Leeds, Leeds LS1
3EX.

Delegates wishing to read papers
should write to the Programme Secretary,
Dr J. W. R. Harris, Praed Street Clinic,
St Mary’s Hospital, London W2, as soon
as possible, enclosing a summary of the
proposed paper. Official languages:
English and French with simultaneous
interpretation.

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Sunday, 21 May 1978
Delegates, wives, and guests arrive at the
Dragonara Hotel or the Merrion Hotel.
15.00-18.00 Registration at the Dra-
gonara Hotel.
16.00 Executive Committee Meeting,
Dragonara Hotel.
18.30 Cocktail party, Dragonara Hotel.

Monday, 22 May

9.00 IUVDT General Assembly, Open-
ing Ceremony, Rupert Beckett Lecture
Theatre, University of Leeds, followed by
scientific sessions.

9.00-12.30 and 14.30-17.30 Theme I
Recent advances in microbiology and
immunology of gonorrhoea with their
practical application including treatment.

Subscriptions

As noted in the Secretary’s report (see
page 398), many members had to be
sent reminder letters before they paid
their full subscriptions. This is expensive
in time and money. All members are
urged to pay the full amount promptly.

Tuesday, 23 May

9.00-12.30 Theme II Recent advances in
the immunology of syphilis.

14.30-17.30 Theme I1I Recent advances
in the study of STD due to viral and other
agents. (Theme co-ordinator Dr R. D.
Catterall).

Evening. Civic reception and banquet,
Civic Hall, City of Leeds.

Wednesday, 24 May

9.00-12.30 Theme IV New trends in the
epidemiology of STD. (Theme co-
ordinators: Dr G. Causse, Dr T. Guthe,
and Dr A. Siboulet).

14.30-16.30 29th General Assembly of
the IUVDT.

17.00-18.30 2nd Executive Committee
Meeting, Dragonara Hotel.

Evening. Banquet.

Thursday, 25 May

Excursion, by motor coach, to the City of
York, where lunch will be arranged.
Delegates may return to London direct
from York if they so desire.

Buffet lunch available for delegates each
day at the University of Leeds.

NOTES

The registration fee for the conference
and the 29th General Assembly of the
IUVDT will be £20 for delegates and £10
for wives or guests.

Each scientific session will be held in
the Rupert Beckett Lecture Theatre,
University of Leeds.

A programme of events and excursions
for the benefit of wives and guests of

delegates is being arranged. Charges will
be in addition to the registration fee.

Both the IUVDT General Assembly
and the MSSVD Spring Meeting may
be booked with Hoods Tourist Agency
Limited (ABTA) 169 The Headrow,
Leeds, LS1 2QU (Telephone 0532-
452857/8/9). They will be happy to
arrange and attend to travelling and hotel
requirements. [UVDT delegates are wel-
come to attend the MSSVD scientific
sessions and to join in the social events.

Hotel accommodation covering the
period of the General Assembly has been
arranged as follows:

The Dragonara Hotel, Neville Street,

Leeds
(Single room and English breakfast—
£17.50 plus VAT per person a night.
Twin-bedded room and English break-
fast—£12.00 plus VAT per person a
night).

The Merrion Hotel, Merrion Centre, Leeds
(Single room and English breakfast—
£12.50 inclusive of VAT per person a
night.

Twin-bedded room and English break-
fast—£10 inclusive of VAT per person
a night).

Please note that for the period of the
MSSVD Spring Meeting delegates stay-
ing at the Merrion Hotel will be charged
a flat rate of £10 per person a night,
inclusive of English breakfast and VAT,
whether they are in a single or a twin-
bedded room.
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